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Germany was defeated in the battle for 
France. British Field Marshal Montgomery, 
commanding 21st Army Group, believed that 
a quick drive across the Rhine into Germany 
would complete the German collapse and 
bring the fighting in Europe to a close. He 
wanted to conduct this thrust through 
Belgium and southern Holland, across the 
Rhine to the Ruhr and the North German 
Plain. He proposed that all Allied resources 
support such a drive and that a single com
mander be appointed to direct all land 
forces. Gener al Eisenhower, Supreme Com
mander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces, 
was balancing the military strategy for 
fighting the Germans successfully against the 
political necessities inherent in fighting with 
forces from several nations. He had decided 
that the three army groups should advance to 
the Rhine on a broad front. Both comman
ders realized that the logistical organization 
of the Allies in Europe was being overtaxed 
by the depth and speed of the pursuit across 
France. Montgomery's proposal would aHo
cate limited resources to only a part of the 
Allied Forces . But Eisenhower and planners 
at Supreme Headquarters believed that no 
single thrust by either 21st Army Group or 
General Bradley's 12th Army Group could 
succeed in the restricted logistical base in 
Normandy. Therefore, on 23 August 1944 
Eisenhower directed that first priority was 
the capure and operation of Channel Ports, 
especiaJly Antwerp , so that communications 
could be shortened and rebuilt from a supply 
source closer to the front. Further, all forces 
would continue the advance as supply 
allowed and close to the German border 
where preparations would begin for a major 
drive across the Rhine along a wide front . 

Between 23rd August and 4th September, 
the Allied Armies advancing north of the 
Ardennes (Ist Canadian, 2nd British, 1st 
United States) had made spectacular gains 
including the capture of Antwerp by 2nd 
British Army. Once more, on 10th Septem
ber, Montgomery reproposed a drive along 
the northern axis supported by all Allied 
resources and he outlined a plan for a 
combined ground and airborne attack to 
seize a bridgehead across the Rhine. A 
bridgehead was the key to any future attack 
on Germany, regardless of where or when the 
Allies advanced on Germany. Montgomery's 
nlan offered the opportunity of gaining a 
Thine bridgehead before the Germans could 
:ecover from their defeat in France, so 
Eisenhower agreed to the operation and 
accepted the risk of attempting a Rhine 
crossing before the port of Antwerp was 
opened. 

The attack involved XXX British Corps' 
Guards Armored, 43rd and 50th Infantry 
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Divisions in an advance of ninety miles along 
a single main road to the Zuider Zee 
(Operation Garden). Crossing points at three 
large rivers-Maas, Waal and Neder 
Rijn- as well as smaller rivers and canals 
would be seized by the 1st British Airborne · 
Corps' 1st Polish Parachute Brigade, First 
British Airborne Division, and 82nd and 
lOIst United States Airborne Divisions 
(Operation Market). A further factor in 
Eisenhower's decision to conduct Operation 
Market-Garden was the chance to use the 
airborne forces in a deep penetration of the 
enemy front. The Joint Chiefs of Staff had 
urged Eisenhower to commit the airborne 
forces in such an operation since the esta
blishment of First Allied Airborne Army in 
August. Thus, on 10th September, with the 
promise of an increased share of logistical 
support a few days later, Field Marshal 
Montgomery set 17th September 1944 as 
D-day for the largest airborne assault in 
World War · n. 

Three German actions were to provide the 
forces and leadership necessary to delay and 
eventually defeat the Allies' first attack on 
the Rhine. Following the fall of Antwerp, 
Hitler ordered General Kurt Student to 
deploy First Parachute Army between 1Sth 
Army (cut off on the south bank of the 
Schelde Estuary) and 7th Army (defending 
Aachen against the advance of 1st U.S. 
Army). General StUdent, who had com
manded German airborne troops in the 1940 
assault on Holland was now to defend some 
of the same territory against an Allied 
airborne assault. In the pause that followed 
the British capture of Antwerp, General 
Gustav von Zangen began f'!:l')'ing the bulk 
of his 15th Army aCi'OSS the Schelde, 
undetected by Allied Intelligence. Two of 
General von Zangen 's dh<isions, 24Sth and 
59th Infantry, were assembling in the rear of 
General Student's right wing by mid
September. Finally, on 3 September, Field 
Marshal Walter Model , commanding Army 
Group B, ordered the understrength 9th and 
10th SS Panzer Divisions to the area east of 
Arnhem for rest and refitting. Parts of both 
divisions were present within a half day's 
march of Arnhem when the first para
troopers landed on 17 September. 

The historical course of operations during 
those ten days will be described in the 
following paragraphs using the units and 
map from the game Arnhem. Each day's 
operations will be described first for Allied 
units and then for German units, with hex 
locations given for each unit at the end of a 
Game-Turn corresponding to approximate 
positions for units at the end of each day. 

GAME-TURN ONE 
17 September 1944. D-Day 

At midday on Sunday, 17 September 1944, 
Allied aircraft transported over twenty
thousand airborne troops of three dhisions 
to landing zones north of Eindhoven, south 
of Nijmegen, and northwest of Arnhem. All 
forces of the three divisions landed within the 
landing zones defined in the Amhem rules 
(Allied Airborne Reinforcements for Game
Turn One) except for one battalion (11501 
lands in hex 1506). 

The 506th Parachute Regiment of General 
Maxwell Taylor's 101st Airborne Divisi'on 
moved from its landing zone toward the 
bridge carrying the main road north from 
Eindhoven across the Wilhelmina Canal at 
Zon. This bridge was destroyed just before 
the advancing troops reached it. The 
destroyed bridge did not stop the S06th from 
crossing during the night, but it became the 
first delaying obstacle in the path of XXX 
Corps' armor. (11506, 0605; 2/S06, 0706; 
3/506, 0604.) 

The S02nd Parachute Regiment of 101st 
Airborne was designated to hold the drop 
zone for forces following on 18 September 
and for the division reserve . One company of 
the reserve battalion was dispatched after 
landing toward a bridge over the Wilhelmina 
Canal on the road between Eindhoven and 
S'Hertogenbosch. This bridge near the town 
of Best was a secondary objective as 
insurance against failure to c!lpture the Zan 
Bridge. The destruction of the Zon Bridge 
and information that the company sent 
toward Best had been stopped by German 
troops resulted in the commitment of the 
full reserve battalion toward the Best Bridge. 
(11502, 1004; 2/S02, 0903; 3/ 502, 0803 .) 

The objectives of 501st Parachute Regiment 
were the bridges crossing the Zuid Willems 
Canal and Aa River (not shown on the map) 
near the town of Veghel. All of these 
objectives were seized intact by evening of 
D-Day in the face of weak German resis
tance . (11501, 1308; 2/501 , 1207; 3/501, 
1106). 

The landing of three parachute regiments 
and a battalion of artillery from General 
James Gavin's 82nd Airborne Division 
proceeded smoothly, and by evening of 17 
September two of the three main objectives 
of the division were reached. The 504th 
Parachute Regiment jumped north of the 
Maas River near the town of Grave. One 
battalion seized the highway bridge carrying 
the main road from Eindhoven across the 
Maas. A second battalion cleared the main 
road north from Grave to the Waal-Maas 
Canal and formed for defense to the west of 
the highway. The third battalion immed-
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iately moved to capture the southern two 
bridges crossing the Waal-Maas Canal at 
Heumen and Malden. The bridge at Malden 
was destroyed by the Germans, but the 
Heumen Bridge was captured intact and 
later would provide a route for XXX Corps' 
armor after the main road bridge (hex 2519) 
was damaged. Note should be made of the 
missing bridge symbol between hex 2121 and 
hex 2120 representing the Heumen Bridge. 
Further, the map shows another bridge (hex 
2720) north of the main road crossing which 
does not appear on maps from other sources. 
Finally, on the matter of bridge symbols, no 
railroad bridge symbol appears crossing the 
Waal in Nijmegen. (11504, 2120; 2/504, 
2316; 3/504, 2417.) 

The 505th Parachute Regiment was respon
sible for defending the southern end of the 
Groesbeek Heights, assisting in the capture 
of bridges at Heumen and Malden, and 
providing a one-battalion division reserve. 
(11505, 1923; 2/505, 2222; 3/505, 2124.) 

The primary mission of 508th Parachute 
Regiment was to secure the north end of 
Groesbeek Heights. General Gavin directed 
Colonel Roy Lindquist, commanding the 
508th Regiment, to release one battalion of 
his force to capture the Nijmegen highway 
bridge, but only after his primary mission 
was complete. Colonel Lindquist gave the 
bridge assault mission to Lt. Col. Shields 
Warren's 1/ 508 Battalion, but because of the 
lack of importance given the attack on the 
.bridge relative to securing the Groesbeek 
Heights, Colonel Warren directed only two 
attacks against the bridge. A patrol sent 
during the midafternoon, and a two-company 
assault later in the evening both failed to 
capture the bridge. (11508, 2421; 2/508, 
2420; 3/508, 2323; 1I82(art), 2122.) 

The British First Airborne Division, com
manded by General Roy Urquhart, made an 
almost perfect drop on its landing zones in 
open fields northwest of Arnhem. While 1st 
Airlanding Brigade deployed its three batta
lions to protect the landing zone, 1st 
Parachute Brigade advanced on three 
separate routes toward the highway bridge 
across the Neder Rijn. The 2nd Battalion, 
commanded by Lt. Colonel John Frost, 
reached the north end of the bridge and set 
up a defense late in the aftemoon. 

The capture of the northern approaches to 
the bridge was the last success for the British 
paratroops, for here at Arnhem German 
reaction to the parachute assault would 
benefit from the presence of two under
strength armored divisions. The weakest 
Allied force (six battalions of infantry) 
dropped in the deepest penetration found 
itself opposed by the strongest German force. 
(7K/1, 3717; IBl l, 3517; 25/ 1, 3918; 
l / 1Lt(art), 3618; Ill. 3821; 2/ 1, 3423; 3/1, 
3621.) 

At a hotel in Oosterbeek, Field Marshal 
Model had a front row seat for the landing of 
First Airborne Division. In some haste, he 
and his staff left Oosterbeek to reestablish 

Army Group Headquarters near the com
mand post of II Panzer Corps. General Will 
Bittrich, II Panzer Corps commander, 
decided the objective of the British landing 
was the bridge at Arnhem and further that 
the bridge at Nijmegen was the key point, for 
if no Allied force crossed the Waal, then the 
British at Arnhem could be destroyed easily. 
Therefore, he directed his strongest force, 
10th 55 Panzer Division, to operate at 
Nijmegen and prevent the Allied crossing, 
and he assigned the relatively weaker forces 
of 9th SS Panzer' Division to contain the 
British at Arnhem. To the west of the British , 
drop zone, several battalions under control of 
General von Tettau were acting as a screen to 
collect the remnants of German units which 
were crossing the Neder Rijn. The miscel
laneous battalions referred to as Division von 
Tettau had no support units or divisional 
organization, but this was the force Field 
Marshal Model directed to hold the western 
side of the British landing zone. At the 
southern end of the airborne assault zone 
General Student watched the jump of 101st 
Airborne Division, and immediately began 
organizing forces to send against the 
paratroops. Fortunately, forces were at hand 
in the battalions of General Walter Poppe's 
59th Infantry Division recently withdrawn 
across the Schelde. The battalions of this 
division were the German troops which 
stopped the American attempt to capture the 
Best Bridge. (On map: Grsn, 0702; 2/406, 
2024; 11406, 2224; BrDf, 2521; 9S, 2621; 
Krft, 3722; 2/ 9S, 3523. Entering map: 1IvT, 
3816; 2lvT, 3917; 1/95, 3622; 3/ 9S , 3822; 
11 lOS(art) , 3124, lOS, 3424; 1/59, 0801; 
2/59, 1103.) 

GAME-TURN TWO 
18 September, D+l 

In the zone of WIst Airborne Division, D+1 
began with the advance of 506th Parachute 
Regiment into Eindhoven against negligible 
German resistance. (11506, 0203; 2/506, 
0205; 3/506, 0403.) The ground assault of 
XXX Corps had not reached Eindhoven on 17 
September as General Horrocks had desired, 
and at the end of 0+1, XXX Corps was still 
south of the Wilhelmina Canal repairing the 
Zon Bridge. (XXX Corps enters map at hex 
0105; m, 0505; 21/5, 0404; 31/32, 0304; 
2D1231, 0204; 55, 0105.) Early on 18 Sep
tember a second battalion of 502nd Para
chute Regiment was committed to the attack 
on Best, but the airborne troops were only 
just able to contain the increasing German 
counter-attack, and watch as the Best Bridge 
was destroyed. (1 / 502, 1004; 21502, 0802; 
3/ 502, 0703.) The 501st Parachute Regiment 
continued td hold the bridges at Veghel and 
improved its defensive positions making 
contact with the 502nd to the south. (11501, 
1407; 2/501, 1108; 3/501. 1205.) Contrary to 
the Amhem rules (Airborne Reinforcements 
for Game-Turn Two), two battalions of 327th 
Glider Infantry Regiment landed on D+1 
(1 / 327, 0904; 2/ 327, 0806.) 

The task of 82nd Airborne Division on 0+ 1 
was securing the Groesbeek Heights first as a 
landing zone for the D+llift and second as 

the commanding terrain overlooking the 
XXX Corps' route between the Maas and 
Waal Rivers. This priority was again to 
reduce the effort to capture the Nijmegen 
Bridge. The only attempt to capture the 
bridge was a one-company attack by. Third 
Battalion, 508th Parachute Regiment, which 
failed. The remainder of 3/508 was securing 
the northern end of Groesbeek Heights while 
the Second Battalion was engaged in 
capturing the main road bridge across the 
Waal-Maas Canal and securing the western 
side of the main landing zone. First 
Battalion, 508th Regiment was withdrawn 
from Nijmegen and used to clear the glider 
landing zone. (11508, 2324; 2/508, 2420; 
3/508, 2522.) The 505th Parachute Regiment 
secured the south end of Groesbeek Heights, 
1/505 clearing the village of Mook, 3/505 
securing the southern landing zone, and 
2/505 remaining as division reserve. (11505, 
1923; 2/505, 2223; 3/505, 2124.) 

504th Parachute Regiment spent a relatively 
quiet day consolidating positions west of 
the Waal-Maas Canal and operating against 
bridges crossing the canal. The German 
battalions in the Reichswald tried to 
infiltrate the 82nd Division landing zones, 
but were driven off by the regiments holding 
the eastern flank in time for the remaining 
82nd Division artillery to land late in the 
afternoon of D+1. (11504, 2319; 2/504, 
2316; 3/504, 2518; 1I82(art), 2122; 2/82(art), 
2222.) 

The situation of First Airborne Division 
began to deteriorate as the 2nd Battalion, 1st 
Parachute Brigade remained cut off at the 
north end of the Arnhem Bridge. The two 
remaining battalions of the brigade at
tempted to advance to the bridge, but 
German forces with armor were containing 
the advance and infiltrating between 1st 
Brigade and 1st Airlanding Brigade, which 
was holding the landing zone west of 
Arnhem. The D+1 lift brought in the 4th 
Parachute Brigade and the remaining divi
sional artillery, but even these fresh forces 
could make no headway against the German 
defenders separating the bridge from the 
division drop zone. (111, 3821; 211, 3423; 
3/1, 3621; 1 Bil l, 3517; 7KI1, 3718; 2S/1, 
3918; 15614, 3921; 1114, 3721; 10/ 4, 3520; 
1/ 1Lt(art), 3619; 21 1 Lt(art), 3618.) 

German efforts on 18 September were 
holding actions by forces in contact with 
XXX Corps and the Airborne Divisions 
and gathering of reinforcements for an 
attempt to eliminate the penetration. The 
only force to reach the battle area (on map) 
was the 107th Panzer Brigade (two battalions 
identified 2107). The mission of the 107th 
Brigade was to cut the Eind~ven-Nijmegen 
highway at the Zon crossing of Wilhelmina 
Canal as part of a converging attack; 107th 
Panzer Brigade from the east and 59th 
Infantry Division from the west. The western 
arm of the attack, 59th Division was already 
in contact with 101st Airborne troops at Best. 
In the north, forces under command of 9th 
SS Panzer Division had succeeded in 
isolating the 2/ 1 Battalion from the First 



Airborne landing zones, but the stubborn 
defense of the Arnhem Bridge by this 
battalion was slowing the progress of 10th SS 
Panzer Division, which was ordered to 
prevent the Allies from crossing the Waal at 
Nijmegen. (On map: Grsn, 0702; 1159,0801; 
2159 , 1103; 11406, 2225; 2/406, 2025; BrDf, 
2521; 9S, 2621; 1I1;S(art), 2921; lOS, 3424; 
1/9S, 3622; 2/9S, 3523; Krft, 3722; 3/9S, 
3822; IlvT, 3812; 2/vT, 3917. Enter hex 
3915: 3/ vT, 3616; enter hex 0726: 2107 
(4-4·10), 0310; 2107 (5·3·10), 0311.) 

GAME·TURNTHREE 
19 September, D+ 2 (See map on page 18.) 

The first XXX Corps units crossed the 
repaired Zan Bridge at 0645, 19 September, 
and linked up with 82nd Airborne at 0820, 
proceeding toward Nijmegen across the 
Waal·Maas Canal at Heumen. Thus, 33 
hours behind schedule the ground forces of 
Operation Garden were moving again. (E, 
2215; 2115, 2116; 31/32, 1611; 2D!231, 1511; 
55, 1813. Enter hex 0105: 15/19, 1510; 44, 
1409; 2G/5 , 1612; ICI5, 1309: 130, 1005; 
214, 0905: 153, 0805.) 
The 101st Airborne Division now had the job 
of holding the road open for the advance of 
XXX Corps. 50 6th Parachute Regiment 
spent D+2 widening the corridor at Eind
hoven. (1 / 506, 0202; 2/506, 0206; 3/506, 
0503.) The two battalions of 502nd Para
chute Regiment committed in the attack 
toward Best with the help of attached British 
armor and artillery managed to drive back 
German forces beyond the Eindhoven
s'Hertogenbosch highway. The remaining 
battalion of 502nd Regiment and all of 501st 
Regiment defended the highway from St. 
Oedenrode to Veghel against small-scale 
German attacks. (11502, 1105; 2/502, 0802: 
3/ 502, 0703; 11501, 1407; 21501, 1108; 
3/501, 1306.) The third lift of reinforcements 
for 101st Division was disrupted by the poor 
weather and only half of the division artillery 
reached the drop zone. Thus, only 1/101(art 
arrives on Game-Turn Three. (1I101(art), 
0907.) The attack by 107th Panzer Brigade 
made the most serious threat to the supply 
line of XXX Corps by penetrating to the Zan 
Bridge and disrupting traffic for a short 
time. Division headquarters troops and parts 
of a glider battalion were led by General 
Taylor against the German force, and this 
hurried counter-attack drove the Germans 
back from the bridge. (11327, 1003; 2/327, 
0506.) 

After contacting XXX Corps, General Gavin 
redeployed his division toward a concen
trated attack on the final division objective; 
the Nijmegen Bridge. 504th Parachute 
Regiment was moved toward the western side 
of Nijmegen with one battalion now desig
nated division reserve. (1/504, 2420; 2/504, 
2417; 3/504, 2519.) The former reserve 
battalion (2/505) was ordered to attack the 
southern end of the bridge and although this 
battalion received support from the first 
units of XXX Corps, the bridge and its 
approaches remained firmly in German 
control. (1/505, 1923; 2/505, 2421; 3/505, 
2124.) The 508th Parachute Regiment 

remained on the defensive guarding the 
landing zones and approaches to the 
Groesbeek Heights. The weather here can
celled the scheduled landing of the 325th 
Glider Infantry Regiment. (11508, 2324; 
2/508, 2523; 3/ 508, 2522, 1I82(art), 2122; 
2I82(art), 2222.) 

The reinforcement for First Airborne Divi
sion, 1st Polish Parachute Brigade, was also 
cancelled by poor weather and the division's 
bridgehead north of the Neder Rijn con
tinued under constant German pressure. The 
remaining force of 2nd Battalion, unde~ 
Colonel Frost, continued to hold the north 
end of the Arnhem Bridge, but heavy 
casualties in the forces trying to penetrate the 
German screen forced the British to concen
trate on holding the main division zone. 
General Urquhart had hoped to make one 
more attempt to reach the bridge when the 
Polish Brigade landed, but the weather 
intervened. The British hope was now to hold 
on both at the bridge and in the main 
perimeter until help could arrive from XXX 
Corps. (lB/l, 3518; 7KIl, 3718; 2S/l, 3818; 
211 Lt(Art) , 3519; 1 11 Lt(art), 3520; 156/4, 
3820; 11/4,3721; 1014,3521; 111, elim.; 211, 
3423; 311, elim.) 
The situation on the German side was serious 
on 19 September. The converging attack at 
Zan had been stopped short of cutting the 
highway with the 59th Infantry Division 
taking heavy casualties. A battalion-strength 
attack by 59th Division troops near Schijndel 
also failed. The British attempts to reach the 
trapped battalion had been stopped, and 
Nijmegen was still in German hands, but 
with XXX Corps moving north, the Allied 
attack was gaining momentum. (On map: 
Grsn, 0702; 1159, elim.; 2/59, 1204; 2107 
(4·4-10), ;4;60406; 2107 (5-3-10),0507; llvT, 
3717; 2/vT , 3817; 3/vT, 3517; 3/9S, 3821; 
Krft, 3722: 1I9S, 3524; 2/ 9S , 3523; lOS, 
3424; I/1OS(art), 2921; 9S, 2621; BrDf, 2521; 
1/406, 2425; 2/406, 2326. Enter hex 0726: 
1/ 6PT, 0821; 180, 0722; Hnke, 1120; 
Wltr(art), 0622. Enter hex 1726: 1 I1PT, 
1723: 2I1PT , 1724. Enter hex 3925: 9S(art), 
3724. Enter hex 3326: 2/1OS, 3124. 

GAME- TURN FOUR 
20 September, D+ 3 

0+3 brought a renewed attack by 107th 
Panzer Brigade at the Zan Bridge and once 
again the attack was repulsed, this time with 
the help of some British armor. The 101st 
Division had a stretch of road over 15 miles 
long to hold open for supplies and forces 
following the XXX Corps. General Taylor 
reacted defensively where he was forced to as 
at the Zan Bridge, but generally he employed 
his force offensively delivering spoiling 
attacks and shifting forces to prevent the 
Germans from massing for a solid blow 
against the road. Typical of these offensive 
preparations was an attack by 11501 up the 
north bank of Zuid Willems Canal, which 
netted 500 German prisoners. (11506, 0202; 
2/506, 0206; 3/506, 0503; 11502, 1105; 
2/502, I003; 3/502, 0803; 11501, 1506; 
21501, 1308; 3/501, 131)6; 1/327, 1007; 
2/327, 0506; 1110 l(art) , 0906.) 

The attack which would propel Operation 
Market-Garden across the Waal was con
ceived by General Gavin on 19 September. 
He proposed to General Horrocks an assault 
with two battalions of 504th Parachute 
Regiment across the Waal downstream of the 
Nijmegen Bridge, while renewing the attack 
on the south end of the bridge with 21505. 
The assault was scheduled for midday on 20 
September at the earliest time the assault 
boats from Corps engineers could be brought 
to the river. (11504, 2820; 2/504, 2518; 
3/504,2721.) The success of this crossing was 
due in large part to Colonel Frost's battalion 
at the Arnhem Bridge which had delayed the 
arrival of reinforcements from 10 SS Panzer 
Division. The assault against both ends of 
the Nijmegen Bridge opened the road across 
the Waal, but also on this day 2nd Battalion 
was driven from the Arnhem Bridge and 
German forces now had a clear route across 
the Neder Rijn to delay the linkup with First 
Airborne Division. (m , 2720; 21/5, 2420; 55, 
2419; 2G/5, 2321; 3I!32, 2119; 201231, 
2218; 15/ 19, 2220; 44, 2121; 1C!5, 2120; 
214,2013; 130, 1813; 153, 1611. Enter hex 
0105: 32, 1207; 129, 1206.) 

While 504th Regiment was successfully 
crossing the Waal, the remaining two 
regiments of 82nd Airborne were engaged by 
a two-pronged German assault from the 
Reichswald against the Groesbeek Heights. 
Two German parachute training battalions 
attacked the south end of the line at 
Reithorst (not shown on the map) and Mook, 
and, simultaneously, other German troops 
attacked the north end near Wyler. Although 
the attack was sustained for two days, the 
line along Groesbeek Heights was held. 
(1/505 , 1923; 2/505, 2421; 3/505, 2124; 
11508, 2324; 2/508, 2523; 3/508, 2522; 1/82 
(art), 2122; 2/82(art), 2222.) 

20 September brought the final collapse of 
organized British resistance at Arnhem 
Bridge. The First Airborne Division now 
fought to maintain a bridgehead north of the 
Neder Rijn inside a perimeter which steadily 
shrank under pressure _from the surrounding 
German force. (lB/l , 3518; 7K/l, 3618; 
2S/1, 3719; 156/4, 3720; 11/4, 3620; 1014, 
3521 ; 1I1Lt(art), 3520; 2/1Lt(art), 3519; 211, 
elim.) 

Field Marshal Model had begun to collect 
forces for an attack to sever the Allied 
corridor south of the Maas River. Two 
Kampfgruppen were forming to the east and 
west of the corridor and their mission was to 
cut the main highway in the area of Veghel 
and Uden. On D+3, an attack was launched 
against the Groesbeek Heights, but here the 
troops could make no progress against the 
American defense. The loss of Nijmegen and 
the vital road bridge was a severe setback to 
the German defense only partially offset by 
the clearing of the Arnhem Bridge. With the 
destruction of 2nd Battalion, First Airborne 
was cordoned off, but a large number of 
troops would be required to contain and 
reduce the bridgehead. Over every German 
commander was the threat of additional 
airborne landings, and this penetration 

[continued On page 19] 
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The exploitation: Situation on Game-Turn Three. 



[continued from page 17) 

across the Rhine barrier must be destroyed 
before such reinforcement could land. (On 
map: Grsn, 0702; 2/59, 1204; 2107 (4-4·10), 
0406 ; 2107 (5·3·10), 0507; Wltr(art), 1017; 
180, 0917; 2/ 6PT, 0916; 1I6PT, 0915; Hnke, 
0813; I11PT, 1822; 2/1PT, 1823; 1/406, 
2524; 21406, 2424; BrDf, elim.; IS, elim.; 
1!lOS(art), 3122; 21105, 2922; 3/vT, 3517; 
2/vT, 3718; 11vT , 3617; 3/95, 3820; Krtt, 
3621; 95(art), 3822; 1195, 3423; 105, 3424; 
2/95, 3523. Enter hex 3326: 1/ 105, 3020; 
2/ 1OS(art), 3221 .) 

GAME- TURN FIVE 
21 September, D+4 

The only major action on D+4 by 101st 
Airborne Division was the start of a four· 
battalion effort near Schijndel. On the 
evening of 21 September, two battalions of 
SOlst Regiment seized the town from the 
north. The plan called for two battalions of 
S02nd Regiment to drive north the next day, 
trapping German forces against the para
troops in the captured town. (11506, 0806; 
2/506, 0405; 3/506, 0606; 11502, 1105; 
2/502, 1003; 3/502, 0803; 1/501, 1404; 
2/501, 1308; 3/501, 1305; 1/327, 1007; 
2/327, 0506; 1I101(art), 0906.) 

On the 82nd Airborne Division's perimeter, 
German attacks continued against the 
Groesbeek Heights. The XXX Corps was 
engaged in expanding and mopping up the 
bridgehead north ofthe Waal, but with only 
Guards Armored Division at Nijmegen the 
attack north to Arnhem was delayed until 
late on 21 September. The terrain north of 
the Waal was unsuited for armored man
euver and the attack by Guards Armored was 
quickly stopped by the German defenders 
commanding the roads on which the tanks 
were forced to move. (11504, 2819; 21504, 
2518; 3/504,2821; 1/505, 1923; 2/505,2620; 
3/505, 2819; 11508, 2324; 2/508, 2523; 
3/508,2623; 1/ 82(art), 2122; 2/82(art), 2222; 
XXX Corps 2I15, 2920; 2G/5, 2921; 31132, 
2820; 2D1231, 2721; E, 2720; 55, 2619; 44, 
2520; 15/ 19, 2522; 214, 2420; 130, 2220; 
1C15, 2121; 153, i217; 32, 2116; 129, 2015. 
Enter hex 0105: 94, 1106; 112, 1005; 179, 
1004.) 

21 September brought better flying weather 
and with it an attempt was made to land 
General Sosabowski's 1st Polish Parachute 
Brigade. Due to the failure of First Airborne 
to reach the bridge, the Poles were now to 
drop south of the bridgehead at the town of 
Driel (not shown on the map) on the south 
bank of the Neder Rijn. The Brigade would 
have the mission of linking XXX Corps to 
First Airborne and providing reinforcements 
to the British by crossing at the ferry near 
Heavadorp. Things went wrong from the 
start as the weather deteriorated over the 
drop zone and only two reduced battalions 
landed with General 50sabowski. On landing 
they found the ferry sunk and XXX Corps 
out of support distance south at Nijmegen. 
Only the defensive strength of the terrain and 
the German lack of troops prevented the 
Poles from being overrun in what was 

another isolated drop zone. (l!Pol, 3320; 
2/Pol, 3420; IBl l, 3519; 7K/l, 3619; 1114, 
3620; 1014, 3521; 2/1Lt(art), 3520; l/1Lt 
(art), elim.; 2SI1, elim.; 156/4, eHm.) 

The Germans were quickly building a 
defense between the Waal and the Neder 
Rijn. The landing of the Poles added to the 
troops trapped behind the German lines, and 
while the Germans could not eliminate the 
Polish Brigade, the paratroops were not 
strong enough to disrupt the German 
defense. The attack from the Reichswald had 
failed, but the new attack at Veghel was 
almost ready to start. The pressure was being 
applied all along the length of the corridor as 
the German command sought the weak spots 
in the Allied advance. (On map: Grsn, 
0702; 2/59, 1204; Hnke, 1209; 1I6PT, 1111; 
2/6PT, 1011 ; 180, 0912; Wltr(art), 0812; 
2107 (5-3-10), 0613; 2107 (4-4-10), 0513; 
111PT, 1723; 2/1PT, 1724; 2/406, 2425; 
11406, elim.; I / vT, 3618; 2IvT, 3719; 3/vT, 
3518; 3/95, 3721; Krft, 3621; 2/95, 3220; 
105, 3421; 9S(art), 3822. Enter hex 1901: 
Hber, 1507; lIHber, 1605; 2lRber, 1604; 
Hber(art), 1704. Enter hex 3376: 3/105, 
3120.) 

GAME-TURN SIX 
22 September, D +5 
The Dutch Underground gave General 
Taylor advance warning of the forces 
assembling on both sides of the corridor, and 
by 22 September he was moving the 506th 
and 327th Regiments toward the northern 
end of the perimeter at Veghel and Uden. 
Four battalions from 502nd and 501st 
Regiments were engaged in the attack at 
Schijnde1, which had started the night 
before, so 2/501 was the only force in Veghel 
when shortly before noon Kampfgruppe 
Walther attacked from the east. When the 
Germans were stopped in front of Veghel, 
part of them moved to the north and cut the 
road between Veghel and Uden. Soon after 
the attack began troops from both 506th and 
327th Regiments reached Veghel and helped 
to hold the town. Shortly after noon, Kampf· 
gruppe Huber attacked from the west, but 
once again the paratroops of 506th arrived in 
time to stop the attack from reaching the 
bridges. When the attack of the second 
German force began, General Taylor called 
Colonel Johnson (50 1st) and asked if he could 
spare some troops from his attack at 
Schijndel. Colonel Johnson recalled his two 
battalions from Schijndel and moved them 
toward Veghel. These two battalions re
turned along the route they had followed to 
Schijndel and cut the line of retreat of 
Kampfgruppe Huber, reducing the strength 
of the western attack. (11501, 1506; 2/501, 
1308; 3/501, 1405; 1/502, 1204; 2/502, 1104; 
3/502, 0803; 11506, 1207; 2/506, 1306; 
3/506, 1206; 1/327, 1108; 21327, 1107; 
1/ 101 (art), 0906.) 
The 82nd Airborne Division had turned over 
defense of the bridgehead across the Waal to 
XXX Corps and now was engaged in 
defending the eastern flank of the corridor 
along the Reichswald. Parts of 504th and 
S08th Regiments were driving German 

troops along the south bank of the WaaI to 
the east away from the critical bridge which 
carried all traffic to British forces north of 
the river. (11504, 2324; 21504, 2518; 3/504, 
2223; 11505, 1923; 2/505, 2124; 3/505, 2023; 
1/ 508, 2423; 2/508, 2524; 3/508, 2624; 
1/ 82(art), 2122; 2i82(art), 2222.) 
The XXX Corps attack toward Arnhem got 
off to a good start when reconaissance units 
moving through a ground fog drove around 
the western flank of the German defense and 
contacted the Polish Brigade at Driel. The 
main attack of 43rd Division, however, was 
not successful in the face of a stubborn 
German defense along the main road to 
Arnhem. The British across the Neder Rijn 
were now in contact with First Airborne 
Corps Headquarters and were able to receive 
some support fire from XXX Corps artillery 
and close air support. But even with the 
increased fire support, the bridgehead was 
still contracting. (XXX Corps: 179, 1004; 
112, 1005; 94, 1106; 31 / 32, 2116; 2D/231 , 
2822; ICI5, 2121; 153,2520; 129, 2521; 55, 
2619;44,2620; 32,2621; 15/19, 2722; 2G/5, 
2215; 214, 2921; 130, 2920; 2115, 3019; E, 
2119. First Airborne: l/Pol, 3320; 2/Pol, 
3420; IBIl, 3520; 10/4, 3521; 11/4, 3620; 
7K/ 1, elim.; 211 Lt(art), eHm.) 

The German attack at Veghel cut the road 
and halted supply to XXX Corps just when 
they were trying to reach the trapped para
troops. This, and the tenacious German 
defense north of the Waal, was finally 
reducing the momentum of the Allied 
assault. (Grsn, 0702; 2/59, 1203; Wltr(art), 
1011; 2107 (4-4·10), 1109; 180, 1209; 2/6PT, 
1208; 2107 (5·3·10), 1310; 1I6PT, 1309; 
1IHber, 1307; 2lRber, 1406; Hber, 1407; 
Hnke, 1409; Hber(art), 1704; I/lPT, 1723; 
2/ 1PT, 1724; 2/406, 2425; 2/105, 2922; 
11105, 3020; 3/ 105, 3120; 1I1OS(art), 3123; 
2/ 1OS(art), 3222; 1195, 3220; lOS, 3421; 
2/95, 3522; 9S(art), 3822; Krft, 3621; 3/95, 
3721; 2/vT, 3720; lIvT, 3619; 3/vT, 3519.) 

GAME· TURN SEVEN 
23 September, D + 6 

The fight for Veghel continued on D+6 with 
101st Airborne .troops gaining the upper 
hand by noon. At one o'clock, when two 
battalions of 506th Regiment attacked north 
toward Uden, most of the German force had 
withdrawn, and contact with British forces 
coming from Nijmegen opened the road to 
XXX Corps. 23 September brought the first 
good flying weather since D·Day, and the last 
airborne troops arrived. The remaining 
battalion of 10ist Airborne Division artillery, 
the 32Sth Glider Infantry Regiment of 82nd 
Airborne Division and the last battalion of 
1st Polish Parachute Brigade, all made 
successful landings on D+6. With the help of 
the Glider Infantry, 82nd Airborne advanced 
the eastern flank of the corridor toward the 
Reichswald lessening the chance that a 
German assault could reach the bridge on the 
main road. (lOlst: 11501, 1507; 2/501 , 1509; 
3/501, 1405; 11502, 1204; 2/502, 1104; 
3/502, 0803; 11506, 1410; 2/506, 1309; 
3/506, 1610; 1/327, 1008; 2/327, 1209; 1/101 
(art), 1107; 2/ 101(art), 1108. 82nd: 11505, 

[continued 011 page 21) 
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2023; 2/505,2125; 3/505, 2024; 1/504, 2325; 
2/504, 2518; 3/504, ' 2224; 11508, 2424; 
2/508, 2525; 3/508, 2625; 11325, 1823; 
2/325, 1924; 1I82(art), 2123; 2/82(art), 2122; 
3/Pol, 2118.) 

Both General Horrocks and General 
Browning (commander First Airborne Corps) 
agreed that the Arnhem Bridge would not be 
seized because the First Airborne Division 
was too weak to hold a bridgehead across the 
Neder Rijn while XXX Corps advanced to 
Zuider Zee. However, General Horrocks 
wanted to maintain the penetration across 
the Neder Rijn and secure the bridgehead 
from which later assaults might begin, but 
first fresh forces had to get across the river to 
shore up the defense of the depleted First 
Airborne. All day on the 23rd, the Germans 
resisted attempts by XXX Corps to dear the 
main roads up to the river and British troops 
had to use secondary roads to maintain 
contact with the Poles opposite the First 
Airborne bridgehead. All troops for rein
forcing the bridgehead would have to come 
from XXX Corps because General Browning 
ordered the remaining battalion of 1st Polish 
Brigade to land on a secure 82nd Division 
drop zone, and the planned reinforcement by 
52nd Airlanding Division was cancelled 
because no adequate air fields were available 
for its use. Field Marshal Montgomery gave 
the authority to withdraw First Airborne if 
General Horrocks decided that the bridge
head could not be maintained. (XXX Corps : 
2G/5 , 1512; 31132, 1513; 153, 2620; 15/19, 
2722; 55, 2720; 44, 2819; 129, 2820; 32, 
2821; lD1231, 28,22; 2I/5, 2920; lC15, 2921; 
214, 3020; 130, 3219; E, 3419. First 
Airborne: lIPo!, 3320; 2/Po), 3420; 18/1, 
3520; 1014, 3521; 1114, 3620.) 

The German troops cutting the main road 
were driven back on 0+6, but a renewed 
attempt was ordered for newly arrived forces 
on the western side of the corridor. (Enter 
hex 1601: 112, 1303; 116, 1404; 2/6, 1505. 
On map: Grsn, 0702; 2/59, 1202; Hber, 
1606; 1lHber, elim.; 2/Hber, elirn. ; Hber 
(art), 1704; 2107 (4-4-10), 1009; 180, 1110; 
1I6PT, 1623; 2/6PT, 1312; Hnke, 1311; Wltr 
(art), 1112; 2107 (5-3-10),1412; 1I1PT, 1623; 
2I1PT, 1624; 2/406, elim.; 2/1OS(art), 3222; 
105, 3421; 2/95, 3522; Krft, 3621; 3/95, 
3721; 9S)art), 3822; 2/vT, 3720; 11vT , 3619; 
3/vT , 3519,) 

GAME- TURN EIGHT 
24 September, D+7 

On 24 September, the renewed German 
attack from the west once again penetrated 
to the main road and thus within 24 hours of 
opening the road, 101st Airborne Divisoin 
was fighting again to clear a German road 
block. (1/501, 1507; 2/501, 1509; 3/501, 
1405; 11502, 1005; 2/502, 1003; 3/02, 0803; 
1/506, 1410; 21506, 1309; 3/506, 1610; 
1/327, 1209; 2/327, 120; 1I101(art), 1107; 
21 10 l(artl, 1108.) 

The sector bev,..'een the Maas and Waal 
Rivers had reached an equilibrium that 
would hold for the remainder of Operation 

Market-Garden. The final operations would 
be on the road to the south and at the Neder 
Rijn bridgehead .. General Horrocks decided 
to cross the Polish paratroops and a battalion 
of 43rd Infantry Division into the bridgehead 
during the night of 24 September. The area 
of the bridgehead was now so small that it 
would have to expand rather than just hold 
if the Allies wanted a secure base. The First 
Airborne was exhausted and crippled by 
casualties so any attack to increase the 
bridgehead would have to be made bv fresh 
troops. A further difficulty was the German 
fire which dominated the river during the day 
so that only at night could troops be moved 
across the river. (82nd: 11505. 1924; 2/505, 
2125; 3/505, 2024; 1/504, 2325;, 2/504, 
2518; 3/504, 2224; 1/5087, 2424; 2/508, 
2525; 3/508, 2625; 11325, 1723; 2/325, 1823; 
3/Pol, 2023; 1I82(art), 2123; 2I82(art), 2122. 
XXX Corps, enter hex 0105: 3129, 1004. On 
map: 2G/5, 1512; 31/32, 1513; 179, 1713; 
112, 1813; 94 , 1914; 153, 2620; 44, 3019; 
15119,3018; 2115, 3118; 1C15, 3318; E, 3410. 
First Airborne: l/Pol, 3320; 2IPol, 3420; 
IBI1, 3520; 1014,3521; 11/4, 3620.) 

The renewed German attack at Veghel was 
made by 6th Parachute Regiment and 
Battalion Jungwirth. 8attalion Jungwirth 
found a gap in the 101st Division defense 
south of Veghel and cut the main road north 
of St. Oedenrode. (Enter hex 1601: Jngw, 
1106. On map: 1/6, 1404; 216, 1505; 2107 
(4-4-10), 1009; 180, 1110; 1/6PT, 1210; 
Hnke, 1311; 2/6PT, 1312; WJtr(art), 1112; 
2107 (5-3-10), 1412; 1I1PT, 1623; 2/1PT, 
1624; 2/ 105 , 2923; 1/105,3021;3/1 05,3121 ; 
1195, 3220; 1/ 1OS(art), 3223; 2/ 1OS(art), 
3323; lOS, 3421; 2/9S, 3522; Krft , 3621; 
3/95,3721; 9S(artl, 3822; 2/vT, 3720; I/vT , 
3619; 3/vT, 3519.) 

GAME-TURNS NINE AND TEN 
25-26 September, D+ 8 and D+9 
Once again, 506th Parachute Regiment was 
marching down the main road back toward 
51. Oedenrode, and before D+8 was over the 
road was clear. This was the last time the 
Germans cut the road. (11506, 1107; 21506, 
1205 ;3/506,1206; 1/501, 1507;21501, 1608 ; 
3/501, 1306; 11502, 1105; 2/502, 0803; 
1/327, 1008; 21327, 1209; 1/101(art), 1007; 
2/ 10 l(art), 1108.) 

The final day across the Neder Rijn began 
with no reinforcements reaching the British 
paratroops as the night ferrying operation 
failed to transfer significant numbers of 
troops across the river. General Horrocks 
made the only decision left to him-the 
remnants of First Alrborne Division would 
withdraw on the night of 25 September. This 
transfer brought off the survivors of the first 
Allied battle across the Rhine in the midst of 
heavy German fire. The withdrawal marks 
the effective end of Operation Market
Garden, even though the fighting would 
continue for weeks as the Germans tried to 
drive the Allies back across the WaaL (Final 
positions of units are the same as given for 
D+ 7, except for the following units: XXX 
Corps: 179,2218; 112,2119;94,2120; 31/32, 

1513; 2G/5, 1411; 1014, 3119; IB/1, 3218; 
11/4,3319. German units: 2/59, 1102; 112, 
1203; Jngw, 1204; 1/6, 1305; 2/6, 1405; 
Hber , 1606.) 

[Author's Note: Sources; "The Race For The 
Rhine Bridges," Alexander McKee; "The 
Battle of Arnhem," Cornelius Bauer; "Am
hem," Major-General R.E. Urquhart; U.S . 
Army In World War II, European Theater of 
Operations, "Siegfried Line Campaign," 
Charles B. MacDonald; "Victory in the 
West," H.F .. Ellis; "A Bridge Too Far, " 
Cornelius Ryan. These sources are reason
ably complete in describing the main events 
of Operation Market-Garden from 17 to 26 
September, but they do not contain exact 
positions for all the units, both German and 
Allied, on all days. I have tried to fill in the 
gaps an d, therefore, any inaccuracies in unit 
positions or designations are probably mine. 
Several changes in the game rules for order 
of appearance and location of bridges I have 
derived from the sources listed above.] 

We'd Like You to Write for MOVES. 
If you can write a well-organized article about a. 
conflict simulation subject of wide interest, 
there's a good chance that vour article wil l be 
published in MO VES. Here arS a few of the basic 
types of articles that we' re looking for (see 
MOVES 24 for a complete list and more 
information): . 

1. Game Profile: Describe and analyze the game 
with regard to system. technique of simulation, 
and overall effectiveness. 

2. Operat ional Analysis: Deals with the tactics 
and strategy of play in a specific game. Such 
articles should present optimum tact ical doctrine 
and the main lines of approach to the strategies 
that are viable. 

3. Scenarios and Variants: Provides ' additional 
scenarios andlor variant rules to an existing 
game. Material should be presented in the same 
style as in that game's rules. 

All articl!!s should be typewritteo, double-spaced. 
"Standard" length is 5,000 Words. Footnotes 
should be no longer than 750 words. Articles 
should not depend upon extensive maps and 
diagrams. 

MOVES Magazine pays an honorarium for al l 
articles published (except Footnotesl. This 
honorarium is paid Ujlo()n article column-length 
and is currently $4 per running 10" column of 
edited text. Alternatively, authors may rec.eive 
their honorarium in the form of SPI products, 
paid at double the rate of the cash honorarium. 
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